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that he had found it impossible to punish certain
persons whom he knew to be guilty of murder.
His informants would not come forward as wit-
nesses for fear of the vengeance of the relations of
the criminals, and the law did not permit him to
move without a regular trial. * Then/ replied my
friend, ' what you want is power to put people to
death without any trial at all, and on secret infor-
mation which is satisfactory to your own mind, and
for which the persons who give it are not to be
responsible/ This, no doubt, was what the officer
in question did want It had not occurred to him
that the impunity of a certain amount of crime was
a less evil than the existence of an arbitrary and
irresponsible power, which would practically have to
strike in the dark.

Perhaps the strongest and most important of all
illustrations of the feelings under consideration is to
be found in the frequency with which the Government
of India is urged to interfere, as the phrase goes, on
behalf of the ancient aristocracy of the country against
usurers* I do not desire to express any opinion on
this policy, but the grounds on which it is advocated
afford a curious instance of the grounds on which
people in India frequently attack law and legisla-
tion. The commonplaces on the subject are of this
kind: * Our refined systems of law are totally un-
suited to a simple and primitive people, who, by
their rigid application, have in many instances been
reduced to the position of cultivators of the land which
was once their own : the sly village usurer, who was